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Key Concept 9.1

“A new conservatism grew to prominence in U.S. culture and politics,
defending traditional social values and rejecting liberal views about the role of
government.”
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Big Idea Questions:

Key Concept 9.1, |

“Reduced public faith in the government’s ability to solve social and economic
problems, the growth of religious fundamentalism, and the dissemination of
neoconservative thought all combined to invigorate conservatism.”
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A: Public faith in government declined in the 1970s due to:

¢ Economic challenges:

. (1973) - result of US
supporting Israel in the Yom Kippur War
¢ Ledto drastically long at gas stations, huge
increase in gas
. of the 1970s - unemployment,

slow economic growth, and high inflation
e Political Scandals:

. , pardon of Richard Nixon
*  Foreign policy “failures”:
. - aresponse to

the US’ decision to give treatment to the Shah of Iran
¢ Hostages were freed after 444 days during Reagan’s
inauguration
¢ Asense of social and moral decay
B: Increased opposition to liberal social and political trends
e Caused by:
¢ Growth of evangelical and fundamentalist Christian churches:
e Going back to (1940s
and 1950s)
¢ Increase in number of “Born-again Christians”
¢ Increased political participation of the groups as seen in:

. - opposed ERA, SALT,
abortion, and homosexuals - supported Reagan in his
elections

. - Promotes abstinence, same-

sex marriage, and is pro-life




What court
case declared
abortion
legal?

Key Concept 9.1, II

¢ “Conservatives achieved some of their political and policy goals, but their
success was limited by the enduring popularity and institutional strength of
some government programs and pubic support for cultural trends of recent
decades.”
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* A:Conservative victories:
. - “Reaganomics”, “supply-side”, or “trickle-down”
economics under Ronald Reagan and
e Tax cuts for wealthy in order to stimulate economic growth
e Tax rates were cut in the
¢ Similar to tax policies of the 1920s under Secretary of Treasury

e Deregulation of industries:
¢ Shrinking the size of the

e Conservative opposition:
¢ Advancing moral ideals:
¢ Planned Parenthood v. Casey -

e B:The size of the federal government grew after 1980, despite Republicans

condemning “ "
e Growth of the budget deficit:

e Duetoincreased

e Many programs were popular and were difficult to eliminate

Test Tips

¢ Multiple-Choice and Short Answer:

e Long Essay/DBQ

Short Answer Practice
Make sure to answer each of the following in 2-3 sentences using SPECIFIC HISTORICAL
EVIDENCE.
a) Briefly explain one reason for the growth of conservatism in the 1980s.
b) Briefly explain one goal of conservatism that succeeded in the 1980s.
c) Briefly explain one goal of conservatism that failed in the 1980s.







