
Name: ___________________________________________ 
The Spanish-American War Video Guide 
 
 

Big Idea Questions Guided Notes Areas of Concern 

 
 
 
What did Mahan 

argue in his book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is yellow 
journalism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who would have 
celebrated their 
121st birthday on 
April 12, 1898? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Topics Before the War 
 

• Alfred T. Mahan 
o Author of “________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________” 
• General “Butcher” Weyler  

o Spanish General, reports of ___________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 

• Yellow Journalism 
o Exaggeration of stories to _____________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
o Hearst and Pulitzer 

 
Causes of the War 

 
• USS Maine 

o US ship stationed in _______________, mysteriously blew up 
• De Lome Letter 

o Written by a Spanish minister 
o _________________________ McKinley  

• Yellow Journalism 
• __________________________________________ demanded war 

 
Important Info About the War 

 
• War declared on April 11, 1898 
• Teller Amendment: 

• Once US overthrew Spanish rule, Cubans would be 
given ________________________________ 

• Most American deaths were the result of 
____________________________________________, not combat 

• Rough Riders 
• US Presence in Latin America __________________________ 

 
Effects of the War 

 
• Guam, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines 
• Insular Cases 

o Constitution does not necessarily _______________________ 
__________________________________________________   

• Platt Amendment (Know this!!) 
o Cuba can’t have treaties with other countries that 

compromises independence 
o US can _____________________________________ to 

restore order 
o ___________________________________________ given to 

US 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Anti-Imperialist League 
o ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
 

The Philippines 
 

• The Philippines thought they would receive independence 
o McKinley planned to “________________________________ 

____________________________________________” them 
• Emilio Aguinaldo wanted revenge  

o ___________________________________________________ 
• __________, Philippines gain independence  

 
 
 
 


