
Name: ___________________________________________ 
Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall Video Guide 
 
 

Big Idea 
Questions 

Guided Notes Areas of Concern 

 
 
 
 

What does 
patronage 

mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you think 
there’s anything 

wrong with 
dishonest graft? 

Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What ended as a 
result of the 

Compromise of 
1877? (It’s not in 

the video, but 
you KNOW 

THIS!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background Info on Tammany Hall 
 

 Tammany Hall was established in the late 18th century 
o Influential in the election of 1800 

 What was it? 

 It was a “Political Machine” 
o Organization that held tremendous _______________________ 

_____________________ 
 Encouraged the public to ______ for Tammany “men” 
 Rewarded voters with _________________ 

o Rewarded voters with ___________________ 
o Many mayors of NYC, and even governors of NY were Tammany 

“men” 
o Held tremendous influence throughout the 19th and early 20th 

centuries 
 

Graft 
 

 What is graft? 
o __________________________________________________ 

 “Honest Graft” 
o Using ___________________________ for personal gain 
o George Washington Plunkitt 

 “Dishonest Graft” 
o ___________________________________, etc. 
o William “Boss” Tweed 

 

William “Boss” Tweed 
 

 Most famous member of Tammany Hall 

 “Tweed Ring” 
o Stole up to $_________ million from NYC 
o High _______________________ for friends and workers 

 Thomas Nast 
o Influential ___________________________ 
o Staunch critic of Tweed and Tammany Hall 

 Samuel Tilden 
o Played a key role in Tweed’s downfall 
o Helps catapult him to the Democratic nomination in 1876 

(____________________________________________) 
 

Tammany Hall in the 20th Century 
 

 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 
o _________________________________ 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be ready for a 
multiple-choice 
question in class 

tomorrow on 
the video. FOR A 

GRADE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Worst workplace disaster in NYC history until 9/11 
 100+ workers (mostly women) died 

o Tammany Hall played an instrumental role in                                                                            
new _________________________________ 

 Progressive political changes like the secret ballot weakened the 
influence of political machines 

 By the ___________________, Tammany was no longer in power 
 

Test Tips 
 

 Essay Topics: 
o Not likely on Tammany Hall itself 
o Rather, it could be included into politics during The “Gilded Age” 

 Tips for Multiple-Choice questions: 
o Be familiar with ________________________ and Boss Tweed 
o Don’t sleep on Thomas Nast 
o Be able to identify the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire as well 

 Good Luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


