Name: _______________________________________________________
MUST KNOW DATES AT ALL COSTS

1676
· Bacon’s Rebellion – a rebellion in VA of landless whites against elites in Jamestown. This led plantation owners to switch to a permanent labor source in the form of chattel slavery
1680
· Start of the Pueblo Revolt – Pueblos kicked the Spanish out for over 10 years, Spain regained control and allowed for more religious accommodation
1763 – Think PEEP
· Pontiac’s Rebellion – Native American rebellion against colonial encroachment
· End of the 7 Years’ (French and Indian) War – Britain gained all French territory in North America, but was in massive debt, led to….
· End of salutary neglect – Britain took a more active role in the colonies and began to tax them (know several taxes)
· Proclamation Line of 1763 – Britain forbade colonial expansion beyond Appalachians; a response to Pontiac’s Rebellion
1776
· Common Sense – written by Thomas Paine, urged America to declare independence from Great Britain. Led to…..
· Declaration of Independence – US formally broke away from Great Britain and became an independent nation

1787
· Northwest Land Ordinance – banned slavery in the Northwest territory, created a process to admit territories as states to the union
· Shays’ Rebellion – Rebellion in Massachusetts that lasted 4 months. Demonstrated that the Articles of Confederation were weak and a stronger government was needed
· Constitutional Convention – delegates met to revise the Articles of Confederation. Approved a new government – key ideas: federalism, separation of powers, Great Compromise, 3/5 Compromise
1796
· Washington’s Farewell Address – warned against political parties and “foreign entanglements”. Helped drive foreign policy until WWII. Great contextualization possibility for foreign policy essay
1803
· Marbury v. Madison – Supreme Court case that established judicial review: ability of Supreme Court to declare a law unconstitutional
· Louisiana Purchase – bought from France during Jefferson’s presidency. Doubled the size of the US; Jefferson switched from strict interpretation of the Constitution to loose

1820
· Missouri Compromise – know all 3 parts
· Missouri was added as a slave state
· Maine was added as a free state
· All future states above 3630’ line in Louisiana Purchase would be free, all future states below would be slave
1830
· Indian Removal Act – law passed to remove Natives from Georgia, Florida, and the Southwest to West of the Mississippi River. Led to the Trail of Tears of 1838-1839
· Know Jackson ignored the Supreme Court in Worcester v. Georgia
1840s – 1850s
· “Old” Immigration – primarily from Northern and Western Europe (Germany and Ireland – potato famine), led to a rise in Nativism
· Manifest Destiny – belief that it was America’s “God-Given” right to expand from Atlantic to Pacific Ocean
1846 - 1848
· Mexican-American War – war with Mexico, US wins and gains Mexican Cession (California, Arizona, New Mexico, etc.)
· Wilmot Proviso (1846) – bill introduced to ban slavery from Mexican Cession, passed House, but not Senate, never became law
1848
· Seneca Falls Convention – First women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, NY 
1850
· Compromise of 1850 – act that settled how to incorporate land from Mexican Cession, 4 parts:
· California was added as a free state
· Strict Fugitive Slave Act -> led to publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· Slave trade in Washington D.C. was abolished
· Popular sovereignty in Mexican Cession – adult, white males of the territories could vote on status of slavery
1854
· Kansas-Nebraska Act – overturned Missouri Compromise and introduced popular sovereignty to Kansas and Nebraska (both above the 3630’ line. Led to “Bleeding Kansas”
1857
· Dred Scott Decision – Know all 3 parts. The Supreme Court ruled the following:
· ALL African Americans (free or enslaved) were not citizens (overturned by the 14th amendment)
· Enslaved people were considered property and could not be taken away
· Congress could not regulate slavery in the territories (Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional)
1860
· Election of 1860 – Abraham Lincoln wins on a “Free-soil” platform (nonextension of slavery), led to southern secession
1861 – 1865 (Civil War Events)
· April 12, 1861 – beginning of Civil War
· 1862:
· Homestead Act – gave 160 acres of land to Americans to promote western settlement
· Pacific Railway Act – government gave land and subsidies to RR companies to build a transcontinental RR
· January 1, 1863 – Emancipation Proclamation goes into effect:
· Freed enslaved individuals in areas of rebellion only
· African American enlistment in Union army increased
· Helped keep European countries out of the war
· November 19, 1863 – Gettysburg Address: Lincoln dedicated a cemetery after the battle, called for a “new birth of freedom”, changed the purpose of the war from preserving the union to also ending slavery
· April, 1865 – Civil War ends, Lincoln assassinated shortly after
1865 – 1870 (Reconstruction Amendments)
· 13th amendment (1865) – abolished slavery
· 14th amendment (1868) – granted citizenship to those born in US, granted “equal protection under the laws”
· 15th amendment (1870) – universal adult male suffrage
1877
· End of Reconstruction due to North’s waning resolve, federal troops are withdrawn from the South
1870 – 1890 (Gilded Age)
· Second Industrial Revolution, growth of unions, political machines, etc. 
1896
· Plessy v. Ferguson – Supreme Court declared segregation constitutional “Separate, but equal”
· Election of 1896 – William McKinley (Republican) vs. William Jennings Bryan (Democrat and Populist); McKinley won
1898
· Spanish-American War – US defeats Spain in 4 months, acquires Guam, Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Guantanamo Bay (Cuba). US becomes a world power
1890s – 1920 (Progressive Era)
· Era of government reforms. Think of muckrakers, increased democracy (17th and 19th amendments), income tax (16th amendment), prohibition (18th amendment), and trustbusting
1917-1919 (US Involvement in WWI)
· 1917 – US enters WWI
· 1918 – WWI ends on November 11
· 1919:
· Schenck v. US – Supreme Court rules that free speech can be limited if it presents a “clear and present danger” 
· Treaty of Versailles – Wilson helps negotiate the treaty through his 14 points, Senate rejects the treaty
1920s
· Quota Acts of 1921 and 1924 – restricted immigration from Eastern Europe, banned Asian immigration
· Harlem Renaissance – celebration of African American culture through music, art, literature, and poetry
1929 – 1930s 
· 1929 – stock market crash
· 1932 – 1939 – Great Depression and New Deal
1941 – 1945 (US Involvement in WWII)
· 1941 – Attack on Pearl Harbor
· 1944 – Korematsu v. US – Supreme Court upheld the legality of Japanese Internment
· 1945 – WWII ends, US uses 2 atomic bombs on Japan
1945 – 1991 (Cold War)
· 1947 – Truman Doctrine – US gave $ and military to Greece and Turkey to resist Communism
· 1948 – Marshall Plan – US gave $ to Europe to rebuild post WWII and help resist the spread of communism
· 1949 – China “fell” to communism
· Late 1940s – early 1950s – Second Red Scare – McCarthyism, HUAC
· 1950 – 1953 – Korean War – US aided South Korea to prevent the spread of communism
· 1964 – 1975 – Vietnam War – US aided South Vietnam to prevent the spread of communism. Vietnam ended up as one communist nation
· 1989 – fall of Berlin Wall
· 1991 – breakup of the Soviet Union
1948 – 1968 (Civil Rights Movement)
· 1948 – Truman’s Executive Order desegregates the military
· 1954 – Brown v. Board of Education – Supreme Court desegregated schools -> overturned Plessy’s “Separate but equal” doctrine
· 1955 – 1956 – Montgomery Bus Boycott – Arrest of Rosa Parks started a yearlong bus boycott -> busses desegregated
· 1962 – Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” speech
· 1964:
· Civil Rights Act – banned segregation
· 24th amendment – banned poll taxes
· 1965 – Voting Rights Act – banned literacy tests
1980
· Election of Ronald Reagan – beginning of Conservative movement in the US
2001
· Terrorist attacks of 9/11
· War in Afghanistan
2003
· War in Iraq
